RITES AND FESTIVALS                313

All legends of the origin of sunguhus agree that they were high priests
degraded in rank because of some fault or because they worshipped
demoniac characters. The Usana D/awa mentions that they were Brah-
manas degraded because they worshipped the devil Dalem Mur Samp-
langan. Sunguhus also claim to be descended from the two sons of the
great religious teacher Mpii Bharada; one branch of the family was de-
graded. They claim further that they were pupils of Mpu Kuturan,
Bharada's brother, but never attained great wisdom and did not become
full-fledged high priests, but only bud/angga bali, a term for sunguhus
for which there is no satisfactory explanation (a child of a Brahmana and
a Sudra becomes a bud/angga). Another manuscript states that the
sunguhus were descendants of I Guta, a fallen dweller of the sky, who
on earth became a man-eating raksasa. He became a servant of Mpu
Djidjaksara, cousin of Mpu Kuturan and Bharada. He imitated his master
at office, but was caught in the act and from then on was allowed to
officiate as priest of the devil offerings (Korn: Adatrecht van Bali).

5. The Calendar. The Solar-Lunar Year. The Hindu saka (Sanskrit:
gaka) year by which the mountain people, the Bali Aga, still reckon time
and set the dates for their temple festivals is divided into twelve months
(saseh) the names of which are simply the Balinese numbers from one
to ten: i, kasa; 2, karo; 3, katiga; 4, kapat; 5, kalima; 6, kanam; 7, kapitii;
8, kaulii; 9, kasanga; 10, kadasa; with two additional names, desta and
sada, to make up the twelve months. These two last names are corrup-
tions of the Sanskrit names of the eleventh and twelfth months. The
ritual Sanskrit names of the months are, as the Balinese pronounce them:
s'rawana, badra wada, asud/e, kartika, margasira, posya, maga, palguna,
madumasa, wesaka, d/iesta, and asada.

These months consist of 29 or 30 days counted from each new moon.
The year has either 354, 355, or 356 days, a difference of 9 to 11 days from
the true solar year. This is corrected by the addition of an extra month
(saseh nampeh) every thirty months, corresponding to about two and
a half of our years. There are thirty lunar days in each month, but one
day is jumped over every 63 days (nine weeks of seven days) to correlate
them with the 29 or 30 solar days in each month (Goris: "Bali's
Hoogtijden").

Nyepi, the most important yearly feast, the purification of the entire
island, marks the spring equinox and is the only national festival of the
saka calendar. It falls on the first day, the " dark moon " of the ninth
month (tilem-kasanga), despite which it is regarded as the beginning of
the year. The nyepi ceremony here described, which took place on the